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Making Labor Union History
The first ever meeting of the New York State
Lifeguard Corps (NYSLC) was held Saturday,
March 27, 2010, at Danford’s on the Sound
in Port Jefferson, NY. The 2010 Representative
Assembly (RA) was attended by the NYSLC
Executive Board, Delegates from several New
York regions, and NYSUT / UUP reps Peter
Martineau and Sean Callahan.

At the direction of UUP, in 2009 we created
temporary By Laws. We are required to use
the NYSUT Constitution, so our first order of
business was the review, amending and approval
of these By Laws. We went through each line,
and after amicably discussing each question,
unanimously approved the new By Laws.

Treasurer John Weber presented his Report.
Our Fiscal Year is aligned with NYSUT’s. We
NYSLC President Bruce Meirowitz called the
Assembly to order and we got to work. He began discussed agency fee reimbursement, the current
dues structure, and how we retain membership
with an overview of the long and winding road
that lead to the creation of the NYSLC in January over the winter when not on the payroll. Unused
regional monies will be absorbed back into the
of 2009. A future issue of The Guardian will be
General Fund. John feels that accurate assessdedicated solely to that journey.
ment of fund trends will take another two years,
since everything is new. But based on existing
In this transitional period, members of the
data, he recommended that we raise dues at the
Jones Beach Lifeguard Corps (JBLC) Executive next RA. (That meeting is tentatively scheduled
Board served as interim NYSLC officers. State wide NYSLC 2009 elections voted in your current for November 2010 in Saratoga Springs.) His
Report was unanimously accepted.
Executive Board.

We spoke about improving the enrollment process
of all lifeguards. Delegates are to remind their
members that enrollment costs nothing. But to have
voting rights and other union benefits, you must complete and return the enrollment form ASAP.
Bruce then presented the Budget. After review, it
was unanimously accepted. Peter Martineau and
Sean Callahan spoke about the services NYSUT and
UUP provide our members. Recent events give
them reason to be optimistic about the coming season. Parks Funding was restored today by the Senate. Go to these links for details:
www.wivb.com/dpp/news/new_york/Senate-demscommitted-to-saving-parks
http://us.mg1.mail.yahoo.com/dc/launch?.gx=1&.ran
d=060e4l734c8gh

(Above) NYSLC President Bruce Meirowitz

JBLC reps will be meeting with GOER on April 12
about our long-standing contract issues. Peter and
Sean believe the State is dealing in good faith, and
expressed “hopeful optimism” that we will reach a
satisfactory settlement soon. We also spoke about
violence in the workplace, chapter building,
nyslc.net and The Guardian, and numerous other
issues. A Delegate Training Manual was created by
NYSUT and presented to all.
The significance of this event cannot be understated. It was decades in the making, and made possible by many not present. Our grateful thanks to all
of you. We encourage all current lifeguards to enroll
today. Join us in our bright new future.
L-R: Matt Haut, Niagara Delegate; Bob Adler, NYSLC
Secretary; Dennis Kane, NYSLC 2nd VP; John Weber,
NYSLC Treasurer.

DEC Delegate Dennis Lobosco (right) admiring LI
Delegate Paul Lundwall’s love of ketchup.

L-R, Top Row: Dennis Lobosco, DEC Delegate; Bruce Meirowitz, NYSLC President; Tom Donovan, NYSLC 1st
VP. Bottom Row: Joe Clerici Sr., LI Delegate; Rich Malen, LI Delegate; Paul Lundwall, LI Delegate.

Heckscher “Save Our Parks
Rally” Feb. 27. Over 700 LI
residents and user group
members joined legislators
in denouncing proposed
park closings and layoffs.

